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the side of the great empiricists and rationalists, Roger Bacon and 
Thomas Aquinas, there were pseudo-philosophers and pseudo-scien- 
tists, Eckhart and Tauler, Suso and Boehme, who are the true an- 
cestors of the great philosophers of modern Germany, of Kant and 
Hegel, of Schilling and Schopenhauer. Kant's philosophy is, there- 
fore, a mere caricature of scholasticism, a parasitic growth, as it 
were, devoid of originality and absolutely worthless. 

Attacks on German thinkers are so numerous nowadays that some 
readers will perhaps suppose this work to be a work of circumstance, 
devoid of permanent value. It is not so, however. The author, who 
is a professor in the School of Anthropology at Paris, was expounding 
the same view long before the war began. Moreover, the author's 
epistemological point of view is no less interesting than his opinions 
about the historical tradition. 

The epistemological system, of course, is not entirely new. 
Levy-Bruhl's words "Tout est dit," apply to philosophy more than 
to any other branch of human knowledge. Papillault's system can 
be traced back to Pythagoras, whom the author mentions with rev- 
erence. But, whereas Pythagoras 's thinking had come to us in iso- 
lated, difficult, second-hand fragments, we now see it before us in a 
living form, and we can form a clear conception of what a Pythag- 
oras of the twentieth century would say and think. 

The criterion of truth is to be found in the mathematical sci- 
ences, especially in arithmetic, the simplest and clearest among them. 
The unit is the prototype of the absolute monad dreamed by meta- 
physicians. It belongs to the genus number, of which the particular 
numbers are the species, the nature and value of which are perfectly 
known according to its place in the series. Numerical concepts are 
thus perfect concepts, to which all other concepts must be reduced in 
order to be understood. And the author analyzes accordingly the 
concept of cause, showing at the same time the superficial character 
of the analyses previously made by Hume, Karl Pearson, and other 
English empiricists. 

The book deserves to be read by all lovers of philosophy. 

Joseph Louis Perrier. 

Columbia University. 

A Defence of Idealism. May Sinclair. New York : The Macmillan 

Company. 1917. Pp. xvii -J- 355. 

This "Apology for Idealistic Monism" is written on the theory 
that a strong attack is the best defence, at least for a philosophy that 
is "in process of being bowled out." In a rapid-fire review of Sam- 
uel Butler, Bergson, McDougall, James, and Schiller, the new real- 
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ism and the "new mysticism," the author undertakes to show how 
contradictions and dilemmas follow in the wake of pluralism. The 
discussion is uniformly good-natured and vivacious. Miss Sinclair 
follows her literary instincts in writing the book, and insists upon 
being interesting. To this end she adopts a conversational and in- 
formal style. To illustrate : " So simple and direct and clear is Mr. 
McDougall that he puts a pistol to our heads and presents us with 
two alternatives and two alone" (p. 74). Again: "There can be no 
question of a kick in the ribs dwelling to all eternity in the bosom of 
the Absolute; because, for the new realist, there is no Absolute and 
no bosom" (p. 224). If the style is informal the design of the book 
as a whole is not less so. The author "follows the lead of the subject- 
matter, ' ' with no attempt at systematic exposition, her aim being pri- 
marily critical rather than constructive. 

Miss Sinclair's idealism is difficult to comprehend, because it is 
so largely defined in negatives. Although she asserts that "the 
method of philosophy should be purely logical" (p. xi), she believes 
that "the monist's only chance is to abandon his epistemology ; even 
if the alternative has to bear the dreadful and dishonored name of 
spiritualism" (p. 211). Miss Sinclair seems to mean by "epistem- 
ology" an abstract mode of dealing with thought and thought-rela- 
tions. The idealist, she says, "can not conjure the universe out of 
such feeble propositions as that thought is unity and unity is 
thought" (p. 211). "To say that 'Thought thinks itself is not 
enough. From the unsubstantial forms of its own thinking it can 
build no bridge from its own world to the world where things are and 
are done. But spirit can be supposed to do things. He [the monist] 
can define it as that which thinks, and wills, and energizes in one un- 
divided act" (p. 297). Miss Sinclair's idealism is, therefore, mon- 
istic and concrete. Little more can be said about it. Why she should 
speak of it as the "new" idealism is not clear. It might be added 
that in spite of the author's determination to desert "epistemology" 
she frequently lapses into abstractness. 

Because the method of the new realism is logical, Miss Sinclair 
believes it to be idealism's strongest opponent. "The chances are 
that it is neither pragmatism nor humanism, but the new realism that 
will succeed in establishing itself as the dominant philosophy of the 
twentieth century" (p. 297). The longest chapter in the book is de- 
voted to a study of the new realism, with special reference to the 
work of Russell. "Pragmatism and humanism," as presented by 
James and Schiller, are criticized at length. Dewey is overlooked. 
Bergson receives special attention in the chapter on "Vitalism." 
The remaining chapters, devoted to various topics, are more interest- 
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ing than important. In the final chapter, ' ' Conclusions, ' ' an attempt 
is made to sum up the argument, and show how it bears on the prob- 
lem of immortality. 

As A Defence of Idealism Miss Sinclair's book must be called a 
failure. She gives neo-Hegelian idealism over to the enemy without 
any attempt at defence, while the "new idealism" which she advo- 
cates had no enemies at the time when the volume was written. "A 
Defence of Monism" might be a better title. As a criticism of cer- 
tain contemporary tendencies in philosophy the work has consider- 
able merit, and it will no doubt be welcomed as a contribution to 
current discussions. 

D. T. Howard. 

Northwestern University. 
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